
Safe work procedure 

Task: Using an angle grinder 

Steps Procedures / Controls 
Before using  the  angle Grinder Check that the electrical lead has a current tag and is in good condition. 

  
Ensure that the guard over the grinding disc is correctly positioned to protect the operator from any flying 
pieces from a broken disc and sparks  
 
Ensure that you are using the right sized disc for the size of the grinder (i.e. do not use a 5 inch disc on a 
4 inch grinder)  
 
Ensure that you use the right disc for the material being cut (e.g. a steel disc for grinding steel, masonry 
disc for bricks etc.)  
 
Use only grinding discs for grinding, (these are generally thicker) and the thinner cutting discs for cutting. 
 
Check grinding disc for broken areas or damage. Replace damaged disc immediately.   
Use only flanges specified for the machine  
 
Position the machine so that the power cord always stays behind the machine during operation 
 
Ensure personal protective equipment is available and used. i.e. safety goggles, apron and ear 
protection. 

Grind material  Always wear eye and ear protectors, and an apron to protect against sparks during operation 

 Ensure the disc is not contacting the work piece before the switch is turned on 

 Before using the machine on an actual work piece, let it run until it reaches full operation speed,  It 
should run smoothly (i.e. with no vibration or wobbling)  If it does not run smoothly, turn off and check 
the attachment of the disc and the disc itself 

  Always use two hands to hold the grinder, one on the handle and the other on the body of the grinder. 

 Where possible have the job positioned so that the sparks travel away from the operator. 
Do not touch the work piece immediately after operation it may be hot and could burn your skin 



Turning off the Grinder  Check leads for damage 

 Check disc and replace if necessary 

 Replace grinder in tool cupboard 
Clean the work area if residue or waste exists 
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