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Reef bill is an alarming grab for power 

CANEGROWERS has told a Queensland Parliamentary committee that the State 
Government’s proposed laws on farming in Great Barrier Reef catchments include a 
massive power grab. 
  
CANEGROWERS was represented by Chairman Paul Schembri and CEO Dan Galligan in 
Brisbane at Monday’s only scheduled hearing of the Innovation, Tourism Development 
and Environment Committee into the Environmental Protection (Great Barrier Reef 
Protection Measures) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019. 
  
“Our submission highlights that this Bill would hand broad powers to the Department of 
Environment and Science’s chief executive to change minimum cane farming standards 
in any way at any time with no regard for the impacts on growers or their communities,” 
Mr Galligan said after the hearing. 
  
“There is no mechanism for challenge or review, no requirement for the changes to be 
based on science or evidence. 
  
“Essentially the government will hand bureaucrats in Brisbane the power to shift the 
goal posts on cane growers again and again and again. 
  
“This was never part of any consultations held with industry to date and puts 
CANEGROWERS members in a dangerous and vulnerable position.” 
  
Mr Schembri today told the Committee that most cane growers had been working under 
reef water quality regulations since 2009 and there was no need for changes. 
  
“We take our environmental responsibility seriously,” he said. “Australian cane growers 
are recognised as world leaders in every international industry forum for our innovation 
and sustainable practices – yet when we return home our credentials are considered 
second-rate.” 
  
In five years 70% of the cane industry’s land footprint has voluntarily become involved 
in a program of best practice called Smartcane BMP which is supported by the 
Queensland Government. 
  

http://link.canegrowers.com.au/m/1/95344679/02-b19083-4148a5cfac304bb8bdd35a4e355636aa/1/399/894e13b7-4ea7-48f1-a800-cded4b5733c3
http://link.canegrowers.com.au/m/1/95344679/02-b19083-4148a5cfac304bb8bdd35a4e355636aa/1/399/894e13b7-4ea7-48f1-a800-cded4b5733c3


“This program is delivering environmental outcomes while also positioning us as certified 
suppliers of sustainable sugar to a market that wants,” Mr Schembri said. 
  
“We don’t need more bureaucratic interference when, as an industry, we are achieving 
good progress with programs that acknowledge, respect and work with us. 
  
“The big risk with the government’s heavy-handed approach is that growers will throw 
their hands up in the air and give up.” 
  
Mr Schembri was one of only around six farmers in the Committee room at Parliament 
House for the public hearing. 
  
“This hearing in Brisbane was completely inadequate to explore the huge impacts this 
Bill will have on farming in Queensland,” Mr Schembri said. 
  
“Just 40 minutes of the Committee’s time had to be shared by CANEGROWERS, AgForce 
and the Australian Sugar Milling Council. 
  
“While we thank the Committee members for their interest and questions, it was clear 
some of them had more to ask us when the time expired. 
  
“This makes regional public hearings, that more farmers can attend, an absolute priority 
and we urge the Committee to leave Brisbane and travel to the key farming areas 
impacted by this Bill.” 
  
Read the CANEGROWERS submission to the Committee here: 
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/committees/ITDEC/2019/16EnvProGBRP
M/submissions/173.pdf 

     

Media comment:  
Paul Schembri | CANEGROWERS Chairman | 0417 604 196 
Dan Galligan | CANEGROWERS CEO | 0429 707 809 
More information:  
Neroli Roocke | CANEGROWERS Communications | 0418 871 881 
(Photo available on request) 

     

    

 

Click here to unsubscribe  
   

   

 
 

http://link.canegrowers.com.au/c/4/?T=OTUzNDQ2Nzk%3AMDItYjE5MDgzLTQxNDhhNWNmYWMzMDRiYjhiZGQzNWE0ZTM1NTYzNmFh%3Acml0YV9zY290dG9uQGNhbmVncm93ZXJzLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFybGlhbWVudC5xbGQuZ292LmF1L2RvY3VtZW50cy9jb21taXR0ZWVzL0lUREVDLzIwMTkvMTZFbnZQcm9HQlJQTS9zdWJtaXNzaW9ucy8xNzMucGRmP19jbGRlZT1jbWwwWVY5elkyOTBkRzl1UUdOaGJtVm5jbTkzWlhKekxtTnZiUzVoZFElM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYSZlc2lkPWIxMDBlNmQ2LWE1NGUtZTkxMS1hODRlLTAwMGQzYWUwY2I4NA&K=IO8BFL0t-UBQVBrCobVw-g
http://link.canegrowers.com.au/c/4/?T=OTUzNDQ2Nzk%3AMDItYjE5MDgzLTQxNDhhNWNmYWMzMDRiYjhiZGQzNWE0ZTM1NTYzNmFh%3Acml0YV9zY290dG9uQGNhbmVncm93ZXJzLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFybGlhbWVudC5xbGQuZ292LmF1L2RvY3VtZW50cy9jb21taXR0ZWVzL0lUREVDLzIwMTkvMTZFbnZQcm9HQlJQTS9zdWJtaXNzaW9ucy8xNzMucGRmP19jbGRlZT1jbWwwWVY5elkyOTBkRzl1UUdOaGJtVm5jbTkzWlhKekxtTnZiUzVoZFElM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYSZlc2lkPWIxMDBlNmQ2LWE1NGUtZTkxMS1hODRlLTAwMGQzYWUwY2I4NA&K=IO8BFL0t-UBQVBrCobVw-g
http://link.canegrowers.com.au/c/4/?T=OTUzNDQ2Nzk%3AMDItYjE5MDgzLTQxNDhhNWNmYWMzMDRiYjhiZGQzNWE0ZTM1NTYzNmFh%3Acml0YV9zY290dG9uQGNhbmVncm93ZXJzLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFybGlhbWVudC5xbGQuZ292LmF1L2RvY3VtZW50cy9jb21taXR0ZWVzL0lUREVDLzIwMTkvMTZFbnZQcm9HQlJQTS9zdWJtaXNzaW9ucy8xNzMucGRmP19jbGRlZT1jbWwwWVY5elkyOTBkRzl1UUdOaGJtVm5jbTkzWlhKekxtTnZiUzVoZFElM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYSZlc2lkPWIxMDBlNmQ2LWE1NGUtZTkxMS1hODRlLTAwMGQzYWUwY2I4NA&K=IO8BFL0t-UBQVBrCobVw-g
http://link.canegrowers.com.au/c/4/?T=OTUzNDQ2Nzk%3AMDItYjE5MDgzLTQxNDhhNWNmYWMzMDRiYjhiZGQzNWE0ZTM1NTYzNmFh%3Acml0YV9zY290dG9uQGNhbmVncm93ZXJzLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFybGlhbWVudC5xbGQuZ292LmF1L2RvY3VtZW50cy9jb21taXR0ZWVzL0lUREVDLzIwMTkvMTZFbnZQcm9HQlJQTS9zdWJtaXNzaW9ucy8xNzMucGRmP19jbGRlZT1jbWwwWVY5elkyOTBkRzl1UUdOaGJtVm5jbTkzWlhKekxtTnZiUzVoZFElM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYSZlc2lkPWIxMDBlNmQ2LWE1NGUtZTkxMS1hODRlLTAwMGQzYWUwY2I4NA&K=IO8BFL0t-UBQVBrCobVw-g
http://link.canegrowers.com.au/c/4/?T=OTUzNDQ2Nzk%3AMDItYjE5MDgzLTQxNDhhNWNmYWMzMDRiYjhiZGQzNWE0ZTM1NTYzNmFh%3Acml0YV9zY290dG9uQGNhbmVncm93ZXJzLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AOQ%3A%3AaHR0cDovL3dlYi5jYW5lZ3Jvd2Vycy5jb20uYXUvY2FuZWdyb3dlcnNjb21hdS1hN3d0dS9wYWdlcy96a2lodnNkcGVlaW9wZ2Fub3VkbGhhLmh0bWw_X2NsZHVuc3ViPWIxMDBlNmQ2YTU0ZWU5MTFhODRlMDAwZDNhZTBjYjg0LTFkMmY4NjBkYjNlMzQzMzA4ZDIxN2ZkMzdhZDAyNmNhLWNvbnRhY3QmX2NsZGVlPWNtbDBZVjl6WTI5MGRHOXVRR05oYm1WbmNtOTNaWEp6TG1OdmJTNWhkUSUzZCUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTJkOGUwODRhYzE1YmUzMTE5MGRkMDAxNTVkMjgzZDA4LTFkMmY4NjBkYjNlMzQzMzA4ZDIxN2ZkMzdhZDAyNmNhJmVzaWQ9YjEwMGU2ZDYtYTU0ZS1lOTExLWE4NGUtMDAwZDNhZTBjYjg0&K=b_4dCJJBcSaDk1W1MJcpbg
http://link.canegrowers.com.au/c/4/?T=OTUzNDQ2Nzk%3AMDItYjE5MDgzLTQxNDhhNWNmYWMzMDRiYjhiZGQzNWE0ZTM1NTYzNmFh%3Acml0YV9zY290dG9uQGNhbmVncm93ZXJzLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AOQ%3A%3AaHR0cDovL3dlYi5jYW5lZ3Jvd2Vycy5jb20uYXUvY2FuZWdyb3dlcnNjb21hdS1hN3d0dS9wYWdlcy96a2lodnNkcGVlaW9wZ2Fub3VkbGhhLmh0bWw_X2NsZHVuc3ViPWIxMDBlNmQ2YTU0ZWU5MTFhODRlMDAwZDNhZTBjYjg0LTFkMmY4NjBkYjNlMzQzMzA4ZDIxN2ZkMzdhZDAyNmNhLWNvbnRhY3QmX2NsZGVlPWNtbDBZVjl6WTI5MGRHOXVRR05oYm1WbmNtOTNaWEp6TG1OdmJTNWhkUSUzZCUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTJkOGUwODRhYzE1YmUzMTE5MGRkMDAxNTVkMjgzZDA4LTFkMmY4NjBkYjNlMzQzMzA4ZDIxN2ZkMzdhZDAyNmNhJmVzaWQ9YjEwMGU2ZDYtYTU0ZS1lOTExLWE4NGUtMDAwZDNhZTBjYjg0&K=b_4dCJJBcSaDk1W1MJcpbg
http://link.canegrowers.com.au/c/4/?T=OTUzNDQ2Nzk%3AMDItYjE5MDgzLTQxNDhhNWNmYWMzMDRiYjhiZGQzNWE0ZTM1NTYzNmFh%3Acml0YV9zY290dG9uQGNhbmVncm93ZXJzLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cDovL3d3dy5jYW5lZ3Jvd2Vycy5jb20uYXUvP19jbGRlZT1jbWwwWVY5elkyOTBkRzl1UUdOaGJtVm5jbTkzWlhKekxtTnZiUzVoZFElM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYSZlc2lkPWIxMDBlNmQ2LWE1NGUtZTkxMS1hODRlLTAwMGQzYWUwY2I4NA&K=M42-CEi7bGtR5ZOIfiNujQ
http://link.canegrowers.com.au/c/4/?T=OTUzNDQ2Nzk%3AMDItYjE5MDgzLTQxNDhhNWNmYWMzMDRiYjhiZGQzNWE0ZTM1NTYzNmFh%3Acml0YV9zY290dG9uQGNhbmVncm93ZXJzLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMg%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL0NBTkVHUk9XRVJTQXVzdHJhbGlhLz9fY2xkZWU9Y21sMFlWOXpZMjkwZEc5dVFHTmhibVZuY205M1pYSnpMbU52YlM1aGRRJTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtMmQ4ZTA4NGFjMTViZTMxMTkwZGQwMDE1NWQyODNkMDgtMWQyZjg2MGRiM2UzNDMzMDhkMjE3ZmQzN2FkMDI2Y2EmZXNpZD1iMTAwZTZkNi1hNTRlLWU5MTEtYTg0ZS0wMDBkM2FlMGNiODQ&K=iv_SeNnZ7IHDSe31zRBiaw
http://link.canegrowers.com.au/c/4/?T=OTUzNDQ2Nzk%3AMDItYjE5MDgzLTQxNDhhNWNmYWMzMDRiYjhiZGQzNWE0ZTM1NTYzNmFh%3Acml0YV9zY290dG9uQGNhbmVncm93ZXJzLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMw%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9DQU5FR1JPV0VSUz9fY2xkZWU9Y21sMFlWOXpZMjkwZEc5dVFHTmhibVZuY205M1pYSnpMbU52YlM1aGRRJTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtMmQ4ZTA4NGFjMTViZTMxMTkwZGQwMDE1NWQyODNkMDgtMWQyZjg2MGRiM2UzNDMzMDhkMjE3ZmQzN2FkMDI2Y2EmZXNpZD1iMTAwZTZkNi1hNTRlLWU5MTEtYTg0ZS0wMDBkM2FlMGNiODQ&K=YU3gGjheSPYqROUnng5-6g
http://link.canegrowers.com.au/c/4/?T=OTUzNDQ2Nzk%3AMDItYjE5MDgzLTQxNDhhNWNmYWMzMDRiYjhiZGQzNWE0ZTM1NTYzNmFh%3Acml0YV9zY290dG9uQGNhbmVncm93ZXJzLmNvbS5hdQ%3AY29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYQ%3AZmFsc2U%3ANA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vcGxheWxpc3Q_bGlzdD1QTDQzT3E4aDYtQ3ZUcEw5cVRWMWxUUXQ4X0RLLUNkd1g5Jl9jbGRlZT1jbWwwWVY5elkyOTBkRzl1UUdOaGJtVm5jbTkzWlhKekxtTnZiUzVoZFElM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0yZDhlMDg0YWMxNWJlMzExOTBkZDAwMTU1ZDI4M2QwOC0xZDJmODYwZGIzZTM0MzMwOGQyMTdmZDM3YWQwMjZjYSZlc2lkPWIxMDBlNmQ2LWE1NGUtZTkxMS1hODRlLTAwMGQzYWUwY2I4NA&K=AkViVJN1gEek6QU_eZaXjg

